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Difference between the Movie “My Fair Lady” and the Play
Introduction
	Pygmalion is comedy play written by Bernard Shaw. In 1964, ‘My fair lady’ was produced, which is a movie version of the play. The director of the movie, George Cukor came up with the film with the film hoping to maintain some similarities still and at the same time try to include in some of his ideas. This paper is going to analyze the movie and the script and to point the differences between the script and the movie.
Difference between My fair lady and the play
    	One clear difference that can be seen is that in the play Pygmalion, Eliza goes into the room when her father is rounding up his business of "letting her go" for a sum of five pounds.  She is wearing a Japanese kimono and Doolittle does not recognize her.  In the musical, Eliza is cleaned up and wearing Victorian clothing, not a kimono. The ballroom scene is an "optional" scene which Shaw wrote for the screen version.  Here, Pickering and Higgins are worried that the Hungarian interpreter (Nepommuck) and former student of Higgins' will realize their game.  Eliza wins him over with flying colors since she is proclaimed to be royalty of some nature.  This scene is not in the original play.
   	 There is another "optional" scene in Act four when Eliza storms angrily out of Higgins' house since he has failed to recognize her part in his successes with Nepommuck.  She runs into Freddy, who has been spending many of his nights looking up at her window from the street. They kiss passionately, and she suggests they ride around in a cab all night since they have been interrupted by several police officers. In Act five; it is unclear in the film version what Eliza will do at the play's end.  There is a clue that she will stay and run Higgins' household affairs and even that the two of them may become romantically involved. In the original play, Eliza claims she will marry Freddy, but Higgins seems to think she will stay with him.
    	Both the movie and the script have similarities such as character interaction portrayal of social status. Nevertheless, there are clear differences that can be seen in the two plots, especially towards the end. Among the several similarities between the film and the play, one of them is the likenesses between the two works in character interaction. For instance, both the play and the film, Professor Higgins has an autocratic paternal mentality regarding Eliza Doolittle. Besides the language and phrases used by the characters being similar. For example, when Higgins describes the character of Eliza as dirty in the film, the same exact words can be seen in Pygmalion.
    	Another similarity in the play and the film is the demonstration of social status. First, the play and the film introduce the importance of social status in the opening scenes. When Henry Higgins analyzes Eliza Doolittle in the film, he speaks in an arrogant tone to make it clear that he is superior. On the other hand, in the play, Higgins speaks without empathy, uses diminishing words and says that Eliza is not even capable of being a human being. Even though the film and the script can be very similar, they have evident signs of having differences. One of them is the music introduced in the play, which as a consequence lightens up the environment of tension shown in Pygmalion. Also, this takes the play's originality, taking away social criticism and adding entertainment. Nevertheless, some people think that the songs add an extra dimension to the story.
    	Rex Harrison depicts Higgins personality very well. He brings liveliness into the play and showcases Bernard Shaw's character reiterating his main attributes. He is also older, and he is instrumental in maintaining the themes of the play. Stanley Holloway easily decodes Doolittle's cues as Shaw intended. He is a poor drunkard who speaks with a very poor accent. This is very well illustrated by his physical appearance showing similarity with Pygmalion. Also, we know that the film was recorded in Hollywood, so it becomes much more of a spectacle than of a play of affection. So it makes the play lose its seriousness and criticism. The clothes add to the movie an emphasis on people’s social class. They have an important role in illustrating the character physically and reflecting the characters in Pygmalion. So overall we can see how the My Fair Lady and Pygmalion have lots of similarities in plot, character behavior, and social status. However, we can see how important aspects of the ending and the music take away lots of the play's originality.
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